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Holiness

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all your conduct,
since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”
1 Peter 1:15-16

Our focus this month is on holiness...the holiness of God and His command we be holy. God’s
holiness reflects His perfection. We are imperfect, so how can we successfully obey His command to
be holy? Consider these passages from Jerry Bridges’ The Pursuit of Holiness:

“Many Christians have what we might call a ‘cultural holiness.” They adapt to the
character and behavior pattern of Christians around them. As the Christian culture
around them is more or less holy, so these Christians are more or less holy. But God
has not called us to be like those around us. He has called us to be like Himself.
Holiness is nothing less than conformity to the character of God.” (emphasis added)

“Holiness is not only expected; it is the promised birthright of every Christian.”

“The pursuit of holiness is a joint venture between God and the Christian. No one

can attain any degree of holiness without God working in his life, but just as surely
no one will attain it without effort on his own part. God has made it possible for us
to walk in holiness. But He has given to us the responsibility of doing the walking.”

Our standard comes not from this world, but from God’s holiness. Our ability to be holy comes not
from our worthiness, but from His Perfect Son and our yielding to the power and control of the Holy
Spirit. We are told not to conform to this world, but to renew our minds with God’s Word. Christ is
our perfect goal.

*If you or your group has already read The Pursuit of Holiness, you can also read The Saving Life of
Christ by: Major [on Thomas
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1 Peter 1:15-16

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be
holy, for I am holy.”

2 Corinthians 7:1

Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from ever defilement of body and
spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.

1 Timothy 4:12

Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith, in purity.

Exodus 15:11

“Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is live you, majestic in holiness, awesome in
glorious deeds, doing wonders?



